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Twenty-five years ago, on 23 July 1959, sponsored by the Government of Ecuador, UNESCO and 
IUCN, the Charles Darwin Foundation was established according to Belgian law. Under the stimulus of 
alarming reports from I. Eibl-Eibesfeldt and Robert I. Bowman and a resolution by the 1958 International 
Zoological Conference, much-needed action was at last taken to halt the decline of the unique ecosystems 
of the Galapagos Islands. A most distinguished organizing committee of scientists and conservationists 
was formed consisting of: 
Honorary President 
President 
Vice-President 
Secretary-General 
Secretary for the Americas 
Council Members 
Sir Julian Huxley 
Victor Van Straelen 
Luis Jaramillo 
Jean Dorst 
Robert I. Bowman 
Jean-G. Baer, Crist6bal Bonifaz Jij6n, Francois 
Bourliere, Harold J. Coolidge, Bernhard Rensch, 
S. Dillon Ripley, Peter Scott, W. Randolph Taylor. 
A quarter of a century has taken its toll of these Founders but some are still members of the Executive 
Council and have meanwhile risen to positions of eminence in the world of conservation and science. 
Dr. Coolidge is Honorary President of the International Union for Conservation of Nature; Professor 
Dorst, after serving 15 years first as Secretary-General, then as President of the CD F, became Director of 
the National Museum of Natural History in Paris; Mr. S. Dillon Ripley became Secretary of the 
Smithsonian Institution and President Emeritus of the International Council for Bird Preservation; Sir 
Peter Scott is Honorary Director of the Wildfowl Trust, President of the Fauna and Flora Preservation 
Society and Chairman of the World Wildlife Fund International. 
Victor Va:l Straelen and Robert Bowman at the Inauguration of the Darwin Research Station, 1964. 
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These last twenty-five years have seen the reversal of two centuries of deterioration of the environment and 
have given us confidence that the grave problems still remaining, many of them unsuspected in 1959, will 
be tackled courageously in order to ensure the long-term preservation of the unique Galapagos 
ecosystems. Profound changes have already taken place and this is in large measure due to the fortunate 
circumstance that a group of outstanding and far-sighted men joined together to launch the Foundation 
on its successful course under the dynamic leadership of the late Professor Van Straelen, who died at the 
end of his arduous journey to Academy Bay on Santa Cruz Island to inaugurate the Charles Darwin 
Research Station. 
The Charles Darwin Foundation was indeed lucky to have had such Founders and it is to them, whether 
they are still with us or not, that we pay tribute on this our twenty-fifth anniversary. 
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